HISTORY OF  THE  NEW  WORLD.
hang themselves, the women as well as the men; and of
those who had nothing to tie themselves up with, as they
chiefly go naked, the one helped the other to tie their hair
round the branches of the trees, and then letting themselves
fall, with most bitter lamentations, with howls and shrieks
full of terror, and filling the air with their miseries, per-
sisted in making away with themselves.1
The inhabitants of the valley of Tunia and the surround-
ing places, regard the sun as their principal deity. When
they go to war, instead of carrying a standard, they have
the bones of some of their ancestors, famed in arms, tied on
canes, to induce the rest courageously to imitate their vir-
tues, and fight valorously against their enemies. Their
arms are lances made of the palm-tree and flint stones.
They used to bury their chiefs with their ornaments of gold
and emeralds, and with bread and wine; so that the Span-
iards found many rich sepultures. The inhabitants of the
banks of the Great Ewer are Caribbees, as well as those of
Sta. Martha. They have arrows stained with herbs; and
before the Spaniards came into their country, they were
violent enemies of Bagotta, constantly fighting against each
other. They are brave, fierce, revengeful; when they went
to war they carried with them their god Chiappe, who pre-
sided over victory; so that before they started they made
many sacrifices to him, killing the children of some slave, or
that had been captured from the enemy, smearing the
bodies over with their blood, and then eating the flesh
among them. If they proved victorious, they did the same
with the blood of their enemies, with very great joy, singing,
dancing, and getting drunk. If, on the contrary, they were
beaten, they were moody, melancholy, and grieved; and
offered more sacrifices to their idol to propitiate him, and
induce him to be favourable to them.
1 We here find a repetition, in this fine valley, of the horrors which
occurred at Hispaniola, already^reated of at page 77. (Tram.)